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<+ What is the Mahabhavrata?
- The Mahabhovatow iy one of the two- great Sansks it epics of
ancient India, the other being the Roumayana.
- It i v immensse nowrative that blends history, myth,
philosophy, ethics;, and spirituality.
- The cove story centres o av dynastic conflict for the thwone
of Haustinapuraw between two- groups of cousing, the Pandavas
and the Kaurowvas, cubminating invthe Kurukshetra Waor.

Authorship and Creatiovw A:
- Traditionally attributed to-Sage Vyaso (also- known as
Krishna Dvaipayana Vyasa,). ‘\ J

- Vyasow iy said to-have nauwrrated the Ma odftal)%azratou to-
Ganesha (the remover of obstacles) whcrwrote/btdmuw o in
some traditions, Vyasa dictated it to-his amanuensis.

- The text iy considered to-be av synthesis of Vedic thought,
folk legends, and philosophical discourse, compiled over
centuwries by multiple redactors. N\

Structure and Scope &m\

- The Mahabharatw iy the longest epic inv world litevature;
consisting of about 100,000 shlokas (verses) inv 18 pawrvay
(books), plus appendices.

- Major sectiony include:

- Adi Parva (Creafwwmf\d/ﬁfwmbl history)
- Sabha Pawva (The Game of Dice)

- Virata Pawrvar (The Year of Struggle in Hastinapura,)

- Bhishma Pawvar (On the battlefield;, including the

cmemeth@MahWamfy 6th book)

- Dronav Powrvaw
- Karnow Pawrvow
- Shalya Pawrvaw
- Sauptikow Pawrvow
- Stri Pawrvar
- Shanti Pawvar (Book of Peace)
- Anshasanaw Parvar (Discipline)
- Vo Pouwrvar (The Book of the Forest)
- Udyogow Pawrvaw (The Book of Effort)
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- Mahaprasthanika Poarvow (The Great Journey)

- Svawrgawrohana Poarvaw (The Ascent to-Heaven)
- Interwovesw withivn the main plot awe the sub-stories such as
the Bhagovato Parvaw (which includes the Bhagavad Gt inv
a philosophical dialogue form) and many legends;
genealogies, and moval nowratives.

Core Themes o
- Dhawrmaw and Adhowrmau: The struggle to- discerw righteous
pathv amidst complex situations. A\ M

- Duty and Vocation: Arjuna’s crisis of conscience and
Krishnow's couwnsel (the Bhagavad, Gita) exploring duty,
virtue, and devotion. N\’

- Karmov and Consequence: The long-term effecty of actions
across generalions. .

- Power, Ambition, and Governance: The responsibilities and
pevils of rulership. ‘ n

- Dhawrmaov-Yudhiho: T'he/eﬁu,oyofwa/r peace; and the
1‘:;/@0(1,“;4/Le/ntofe/m&wu,a:y0:/vwlxodlwzyJ

- Righteous Leadership: The ideal qualities of kingship,

sages, and warriors. Ov

PMOPWWCWGLSW
- The Mahabhavatw iy not just o story; i iy av repository of

d}wmwMtrw (codeofoomdwwt) political thought,

philosophy, ov_mdxspwwwod,tty

- The Bhagavad Gitaw within the epic iy one of Hinduism's

most important philosophical texty, addressing topics like

action without attachment, the nature of the self, and
<0L@voﬁcm/

- It hay influenced Indiow literature, awt, theatre;, dance;

and broader SoutivAsiawn thought for millenwnia.

- Ity universal questions about justice, ethics, duty, and the

huwmownv condition remain relevant across cudtures todovy.

Why Vyasaw i Central to-the Mahabharato
- Vyausav iy depicted as the compiler and avranger of the nawrative;
a figwre who-embodies the synthesis of knowledge (Vedas and
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Upanishads) and oral tradition.
- He i also- connected to-the lawrger mythic framework of the Vedic
sages, underscoring the epic's role as av bridge betweern ancient
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